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MAKE EUROPE SUTSTAINABLE FOR ALL! 

EU – member states and the way to the year 2013 

Article by ÖKOBÜRO 

The SDGs are a joint project of all UN-member states that is unprecedented in ambition. The 

goal is to change the world for the better until 2030 and to achieve sustainable development 

as a common effort.  

A lot is at stake – and the international community is aware of that. „We can be the first gen-

eration to succeed in ending poverty; just as we may be the last to have a chance of saving the 

planet”, as it is stated in the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. We have to under-

stand these changes as opportunities given the global challenges that are comprehensively 

interlinked.  
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Austria is increasingly lagging behind 

It seems as the significance of this 

agenda and its 17 goals is not yet 

realized on a political level. While 

other countries – as for example 

Germany – have already institu-

tionalized structures, processes 

and political responsibilities to im-

plement the goals, Austria is still at 

the very beginning. Hence, Austria 

is increasingly lagging behind when 

it comes to the realization of the 

SDGs (fig. 1: map of Europe). Ac-

cording to the SDG-Index 2017, 

though, our country has very favor-

able preconditions (2). However, 

there is a lot to do in order to 

achieve the sustainable goals, even 

with such a promising initial posi-

tion. Among others it is necessary 

to reduce inequality so that a good 

future for everyone is possible.   

Realizing Agenda 2030 means standing up for equality 

“Leave no one behind” is the key message of the Sustainable Development Goals. “Being left 

behind” can be rooted in various kinds of inequalities and disadvantages that are still prevail-

ing in our society and on a global level. These inequalities occur in our immediate environment 

– for example in terms of income, origin, sex, physical conditions and other factors. But we 

know as well the disparities on a global level (2). Some of them are obvious, others are not 

realized until being affected personally.  

Then again, the term “social development” can also draw a positive picture: social develop-

ment and the will to change can bring us closer to diminishing these inequalities. Studies have 

shown clearly that a reduction of inequalities is compatible with an increase in well-being and 

decreased environmental damage. In this respect the SDGs are an important and globally 

acknowledged political compass that lead to a world with less inequalities. The greater goal is 

to realize a “Living well within the Environmental Limits” (3) without leaving anyone behind.  

  

fig. 1: map of Europe 
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Austria’s EU presidency as an opportunity  

The UN-resolution states that the respective governments have the main responsibility for the 

progress of sustainable development on a national, regional and global level. In September 

2017 Sebastian Kurz replied to an inquiry of the national council: “the joint implementation of 

the SDGs through the EU is an important concern for Austria and as such it will be promoted 

within the Austrian EU presidency” (4). The presidency is right bevor us - it is time for today’s 

head of state to realize his announcement and encourage the implementation of the SDGs.  

About the project “Make Europe Sustainable for All” 

With this DEAR-Project (Development Education and Awareness Raising) that is supported by 

the European Union various NGOs from 15 different member states campaign for the realiza-

tion of the SDGs. In the first year of the project the focus lies on the engagement of local actors 

as well as inequality and social development, all in the context of the SDGs. The organizations 

are working closely with SDG Watch Europe and aim to promote the implementation of the 

SDGs at local, regional and national level as well as at EU level.  

The project is coordinated by the EEB (European Environmental Bureau) in Brussels. 

ÖKOBÜRO – “alliance of the environmental movement” is the project execution organization 

in Austria and campaigns in the context of SDG Watch Austria for a future that is sustainable, 

inclusive as well as socially and environmentally compliant.  

Global goals need local actors 

Together with our colleagues of the project “Make Europe Sustainable for All” we stand up 

against inequalities and for an inclusive and ecologically friendly development. In doing so we 

are stressing the key role of the SDGs as the compass that leads us to 2030.  

Local actors play a crucial role in this process. Hence, the EEB offers mini-grants for three local 

actors to support their activities in Austria. More information as well as the application doc-

uments can be found here.  

The application period is from April 9 until May 6.   

Moreover, three subgrants of 7000 Euro each will be issued by the EEB. More information on 

that can be found on the website of the project (makeeuropesustainableforall.org/). 

  

http://makeeuropesustainableforall.org/
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More Information about the project can be found on the website: 

makeeuropesustainableforall.org 

Sustainable development on the website of EEB: 

eeb.org/sustainability-and-governance/sustainable-development/ 

6th Scenario on the future of Europe: A sustainable Europe for it´s citizens 

foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/other/2017/6th_scenario_future_of_europe.pdf 

DEAR-Programme of the EU: 

• dear-programme.eu/ 

• capacity4dev 

Further Links: 

(1) Österreichs Bemühungen zur SDG-Umsetzung hinken im internationalen Vergleich hinter-

her. 

(2) SDG Index zeigt Ungleichheiten zwischen den Ländern 

(3) Planetary Boundaries und "Living Well Within the Environmental Limits" 

(4) Umsetzung der Nachhaltigen Entwicklungsziele (SDGs) (13054/AB) 

Figure: ÖKOBÜRO 

Picture: EEB - European Environmental Bureau 
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